NEWS BRIEFS

POLICE SEEK HELP TO SOLVE YEAR-OLD MURDER CASE

Police are asking for the public’s
help in solving the homicide of a
25-year-old Surrey man in South

Burnaby a year ago.

On July 16, 2009 Burnaby RCMP
received a report of shots fired in
the 5600-block of Clinton Avenue.
Officers arrived on scene to discover
a vehicle fully-engulfed in flames,
and later discovered the dead body
of a man inside. The victim was
eventually identified as John William

Hanna, 25, of Surrey.

The murder is believed to have

involved with.

“The street level drug trade is a very
volatile industry. One that has loyal-
ties that change from week to week
and month to month,” said Corp. Dale
Carr, spokesperson for the Integrated
Homicide Investigation Team. “It is our
belief that there have been some signif-
icant changes in the people in charge
of the drug line that John Hanna was
involved with. Those changes may now
make people want to come forward

been targeted and linked to the street
level drug trade that Hanna was

with that.”

with information.”

“To shoot and then raze a human
body by fire is incomprehensible, we
believe that even those in the street
level drug trade find it appalling,”
said Carr. “We hope that this call
to the community will prompt the
people that have information to
come forward. If personal safety is a
concern we can take the steps to deal

Call the IHIT Tip Line at 1-877-
551-IHIT or, to remain anonymous,
Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-TTPS.
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BOTTLED WATER WANTED

For the second year, Burnaby
Community Connections is calling
on companies and individuals
to donate bottled water for
distribution to the homeless in
Burnaby. The homeless population
are at risk of dehydration due to
the summer heat, which can be
just as dangerous as extreme cold
in winter. Donations of bottled
water (one litres or smaller) can be
dropped at Burnaby Community
Connections, 204-2101 Holdom Ave.
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Couple takes kidney cause to heart

ABC Recycling
collects junk cars,
metal to raise money

for Kidney Foundation
By Wanda Chow

NEWSLEADER

erna Yochlowitz
admits to being in
denial at first.

“I thought they got it
wrong.”

In hindsight, she’d been
suffering symptoms for
some time-being frequently
thirsty, often feeling really
tired, having little appetite,
suddenly gaining 10 pounds
very quickly.

At the time, she thought
she was just out of shape and
in need of exercise.

But after moving to a new
community, Verna found a
new family doctor who put
her through a routine full
physical.

She was 26 and her life
was about to change dra-
matically.

Tests found protein in her
urine, an indication of a kid-
ney disorder. A nephrologist
confirmed she had kidney
disease, and that parts of her
kidneys had hardened and
shrunken.

“They thought [the
organs] might have 10 years
left,” Verna recalled. “I only
ended up with one-and-a-half
years left.”

That’s when it was deter-
mined drug treatments were
ineffective and she’d have to
go on dialysis. For a year and
a half, she endured exhaust-
ing four-hour dialysis
sessions three times a week
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to clear her body of toxins,
something her kidneys could
no longer do for her.

The disease was painful.
She couldn’t sleep at night
due to restlessness in her
legs and she couldn’t walk
far before her whole body
would start tingling and
cramping.

By then, Verna was
engaged to her longtime
boyfriend David Yochlowitz.
Seeing the dialysis’ draining
effect on her, he recalled,

“She couldn’t do that forever,

that was probably the scari-
est part.”

When the doctors broke
the news that she needed
a kidney transplant, one of
her sisters was the first to be
tested. Despite being related
and of the same Asian heri-
tage, she wasn’t a match.

David offered to get tested.

He proved to be a match and
had no qualms about acting
as an organ donor.

“He was very easygoing
about it,” Verna, now 40,
recalled with a laugh. “He
said, ‘T have two, you can
have one.”

So in October 1999, one
month after they were mar-
ried, David gave his wife
more than just a kidney. He
gave her a new life.

Organ donor push

Every day 14 Canadians
find out they have chronic
kidney disease,” said Pia
Schindler, director of devel-
opment for the B.C. branch
of the Kidney Foundation of
Canada.

In B.C., one in 30 Brit-
ish Columbians develop
it; 145,000 already have it,
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although most don’t know
it because its symptoms are
usually silent or vague.

And while some can suc-
cessfully combat chronic
kidney disease with lifestyle
and diet changes, for others
it progresses to a need for
dialysis and eventually a
transplant.

Sadly, in 2008, 215 Canadi-
ans died waiting for an organ
transplant, Schindler said.

Meanwhile, only 17 per
cent of British Columbians
are registered as organ
donors. That’s something the
Yochlowitzes hope to change.

David Yochlowitz is CEO
of ABC Recycling, the fourth
generation of his family to
join the metal recycling busi-
ness. The company, head-
quartered in South Burn-
aby’s Big Bend, operates
the Kidney Car program, in
which people donate their
junk and unused cars in

Foot

DANIELA CIUFFA/NEWSLEADER
David Yochlowitz CEO of ABC Recycling. ABC has partnered with the Kidney
Foundation to raise money through donations of old cars and other scrap
metal. For more, visit kidney.ca, recycleforlife.ca and transplant.bc.ca.

exchange for a tax receipt for
the value of the salvageable
and recyclable materials, or
in some cases, what they sell
for at auction. The revenue
generated from selling the
metals, car parts and the

like nets the foundation’s
B.C. branch around $300,000
annually.

“We said, ‘why just stop
at cars? They’re just a small
percentage of the metals out
there,”” said David.

The company has recently
partnered with the founda-
tion on the Kidney Metals
program. Companies are
asked to donate all or a por-
tion of the waste metals they
produce, which ABC Recy-
cling then collects and sells
with the proceeds passed on
to the foundation.

They’re also in the early
stages of a similar program
involving household metals
in hopes that people will
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donate everything from old
unused ladders to barbecues
which may be nothing more
than backyard clutter.

A new life

For Verna, it didn’t take
long for her to feel the effects
of the kidney transplant.

“It does feel like a new life.
Your energy level goes so
much higher.”

Within a month, she
was rearranging furniture
around the house.

David’s recovery was
quicker than most living
organ donors. He was back
at work less than three
weeks after the surgery.

They’re now the proud
parents of seven-year-old
Chloe and two-year-old Ryan
and are doing their part to
raise awareness of the work
of the Kidney Foundation
and the importance of organ
donations.

“You don’t really pay
attention until it affects a
loved one or a friend,” Verna
said.

David, 44, notes that the
average lifespan of an organ
transplant is 10 to 20 years,
so the reality is that Verna
will need another kidney
unless advances are made in
drugs and treatments for the
disease.

“My wife’s kidney won’t
last forever, so we have
vested interests in keeping
the organ donor registry
increasing,” David said.

In the meantime, the
family counts its blessings.
They’re both healthy and
they have two great kids.

“We want to give back any
way we can.”
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GANGSTER
CAUGHT

A 38-year-old Burnaby
man has been
arrested after an
intensive two-week
investigation by the
Integrated Gang Task
Force, in partnership
with the Vancouver
Police Department.
The gang task force
stopped Christopher
William Chand on
July 20 in the area of
Production Way and
Thunderbird Crescent
in Burnaby. A search
of his vehicle resulted
in the discovery of
two loaded handguns
and a bulletproof vest.
Chand, who is well-
known to police,
and an adult male
passenger were both
taken into custody.
The passenger was
later released with no
charges.
Chand is currently
in custody charged
with two counts
of possession of a
firearm. He has been
checked with known
gang members in
the past but is not
believed to be linked
to any specific group.
“This was
an extremely
comprehensive and
intense investigation
that resulted in not
only the arrest of
someone involved in
the gang lifestyle, but
also the recovery of
two loaded firearms.
Firearms that in all
likelihood, would have
been used on our
streets,” said Supt.
Tom McCluskie, officer
in charge of the gang
task force, in a press
release.
wehow@
burnabynewsleader.com
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When you need a team that understcnds your legal
concerns, choose the Best in Burnaby!

For over 55 years we have served the local community and
clients from all over the lower Mainland and abroad.

Leora Stacee-Chun

Wills and Estates ¢ Powers of Attorney
Estate Litigation & Civil Litigation
Home Purchases & Mortgages
Corporate & Commercial Law

Personal Injury Claims




